SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
precisely at periods of depression, when dole and
other social expenses are most costly, that taxation
has somehow to be increased. Here again is a pretty
dilemma in the sweet path of capitalism, a dilemma that
simply does not exist in the Soviet Union. In England
and America, on the other hand, thousands of very
small business men are only too keen to borrow money
from  capitalists,  yet  capitalists  cannot lend their
savings, either on account of uncertainty or because
the level of taxation causes them to demand a rate of
interest that nobody can possibly afford to pay. The
stroll man, therefore, does not get his money, the rich
man does not get his profits, and it is ten to one that the
Government cannot balance its budget.
Then, in order to sell anything, under capitalism, it
is necessary to advertise it. Yet, unless the thing you
have to sell is really vastly superior to the goods sold
by your competitors, you must tell people, in your
advertisements, that your particular commodity is the
very best in the world. The fact that everybody else
producing the same kind of stuff also tells the world
that his commodity is unrivalled, does not prevent
you from doing likewise. Indeed, it obliges you to do
so. If you do not tell lies about your goods nobody
will buy them.
This   moral   misfortune  would,   of  course,   be
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